Sleeping Lizard Project — IACUC Protocol Reference	Based on GT STROUD-A100675 v5
IACUC Protocol Reference
for the Sleeping Lizard Project
Reference language for institutions developing their own animal-use protocols

Source protocol: Georgia Institute of Technology IACUC Protocol STROUD-A100675 — “The evolutionary ecology of lizards,” Version 5 (PI: James T. Stroud). Section numbers below correspond to the Georgia Tech TOPAZ application structure; researchers at other institutions can map them onto their own forms.

	How to use this document
This compiles the sections of the Stroud Lab IACUC that are relevant to running sleeping lizard surveys, so that collaborating labs at other universities can adapt them when drafting their own protocols. The text is provided as a drafting aid only.
1. It is not a turnkey protocol and not legal or regulatory advice. Every institution must obtain its own IACUC approval.
1. Adapt all species lists, personnel, locations, permit references, and numbers to your own program. Language specific to Georgia Tech (facility names, the GT campus amendment, FWC/GA-DNR permits) is illustrative.
1. Confirm method details against the current AVMA Guidelines and your attending veterinarian before submission.



	Scope of the project
Animals are observed and, occasionally, captured only briefly to measure body temperature, then released immediately at the point of capture. No lab should hold animals longer than necessary to measure body temperature. 
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[bookmark: _Toc233119394]Quick cross-reference
The basic sleeping lizard survey, as described in the survey protocol, consists of: walking a fixed transect at night, spotlighting sleeping lizards, recording perch and location data, and occasionally, capturing an individual to measure body temperature before release. The table maps each survey activity to the IACUC section that authorizes it.
	Survey activity
	IACUC section

	Spotlight / observe sleeping lizards, record perch & location
	§6.1 Field Research 1 (Observation Only)

	Capture by hand or noosing pole; mark to avoid re-sampling
	§6.1 Field Research 2(a)

	Measure body temperature (cloacal), then release on site
	§6.1 Field Research 2(a); §6.2 (Momentary capture and release)

	Short-term hand restraint while measuring
	§6.3 (Physical Restraint)

	Target species — green anole (Anolis carolinensis)
	§3.1; §4.1.1.2 (Species Justification)

	Surveying on campus / lab used in place of a field lab
	Amendment 7.2.24 (§6.1, §10.2.2)

	Required collection / research permits
	§5.1.1.1 (Permits and Authorizations)

	Welfare monitoring & stress endpoints; immediate release
	§12.1; §12.2 (Monitoring; Early Endpoints)

	Release of every animal at its point of capture
	§12.4 (Disposition)



	Note on environmental loggers. The iButton temperature loggers used in the survey are placed in the environment (trees, leaf litter, rock crevices) inside copper tubes — they are not attached to or used on animals, so they fall outside IACUC scope and are not covered by any section below.




[bookmark: _Toc233119395]Protocol sections
These sections cover the entire project: observe, occasionally capture to measure body temperature, and release immediately at the point of capture. Nothing beyond this is part of the Sleeping Lizard Project — no overnight holding and no invasive or terminal procedures.
[bookmark: _Toc233119396]§3.1 — Lay summary / study rationale
The lay summary should state, in plain language, the scientific objective, the species used, and the procedures. The Stroud Lab summary covers the lab’s full program; for a sleeping-lizard-only protocol, tailor it to the green anole and the survey methods. Relevant excerpt:
	My lab studies the ecology and evolution of lizards … The goals of my research program are to enhance our understanding of the manner by which evolution proceeds, using the evolutionary diversification and natural ecomorphological diversity of lizards as a case study … We will conduct research in the US States of Georgia and Florida on American green anoles (Anolis carolinensis) and Cuban brown anoles (Anolis sagrei) … We catch these lizards during both daytime and nighttime searches using standard methods.
Amendment 7.2.24: For anole studies occurring on campus where animals would ordinarily be taken to a field lab, the lead PI’s lab will be used for temporary (<24 hours) housing of the animals.


Why this matters for the survey: the survey is a nighttime search for sleeping green anoles, and (at institutions running it on their own campus) the on-campus amendment is what permits a campus lab to stand in for a field lab. See also §10.2.2.
[bookmark: _Toc233119397]§4.1.1.2 — Species justification
Justify why the species is appropriate (not the numbers — those go in the reduction section). Relevant excerpt:
	Because my lab’s focus is understanding the evolutionary diversity of lizards, we are required to study lizards. To understand the breadth of diversity of a taxon, we must study many different species living in different environmental conditions … Typical species that we research … include Anolis carolinensis [and others]. The native green anole is ancestrally tropical yet ranges into temperate North America, making it well suited to questions about how sleeping behavior and thermal exposure change across climates.


[bookmark: _Toc233119398]§5.1 — Field study / use of wild-caught animals
Answer “Yes” — the survey uses wild, free-ranging lizards captured in the field. This triggers the permits subsection below.
[bookmark: _Toc233119399]§5.1.1.1 — Permits and authorizations
This is the section most likely to differ by institution and jurisdiction. List and attach every local, state, national, or international permit required to observe, capture, transport, or collect the animals. The Stroud Lab approach (adapt to your own state wildlife agency):
1. Identify the wildlife agency with authority over your study species and location (e.g., a state Department of Natural Resources scientific collection permit for a native species).
1. Determine whether native vs. non-native status changes the requirement. In the Stroud protocol, a state permit is required to collect/release the native green anole, while the non-native brown anole did not require one in Georgia.
1. State clearly that animal work requiring a permit will not commence until that permit is obtained, and that approved permits and any required annual reporting will be provided to the IACUC.
	Caution: Any lab adapting this for green anole work must confirm its own collection permit is issued before capturing animals.


[bookmark: _Toc233119400]§6.1 — Proposed procedures
Field Research 1 — Observation only
	We will observe lizards behaving undisturbed in their natural environment. This will include focal observations of individual lizards by observers, as well as targeted video recording. All observations will occur from >3 m distance to minimize stress or any influence that observer presence has on natural lizard behavior.


Survey mapping: spotlighting and recording perch type, height, width, and location without handling falls under this procedure.
Field Research 2(a) — Capture / ID / measure / release
	Lizards will be captured by hand or by use of a lasso constructed of dental floss or fishing line attached to a fishing pole (the standard method universally used to capture lizards in the field; careful placement of the lasso prevents injury and is safer than other methods for active arboreal lizards). Body temperature will be taken by inserting a quick-reading thermometer into the cloaca.
On release, lizards will be marked with a small dot (white or another color) for easy identification, using a non-toxic marker, a non-toxic paint pen, or correction fluid (non-toxic markers preferred). The mark lets us identify which lizards have already been processed and minimizes re-stressing recaptured individuals; because lizards slough their skin periodically, the dot disappears within ~14–28 days. This is a standard mark–recapture technique.


On-campus amendment (lab in place of a field lab)
	Amendment 7.2.24: Green anole lizards (Anolis carolinensis) will also be collected from campus following all procedures described in this protocol. In this case, the Lead PI’s laboratory will be used in place of a field lab.


[bookmark: _Toc233119401]§6.2 — Procedure timeline
List procedures sequentially with timing. For a survey limited to capture–measure–release, the relevant entry is:
	Momentary capture and release. Lizard captured, temperature recorded, and released at site of capture. Total restraint time of the lizard will not exceed 5 minutes.


[bookmark: _Toc233119402]§6.3 — Physical restraint of awake animals
For capture-and-measure work, select short-term hand-held restraint (the animal is held briefly for measurement). The survey instruction to hold the subject by the head and measure as quickly as safely possible is consistent with this category.
[bookmark: _Toc233119403]§7.1 — Materials summary
Most IACUCs require listing any material animals are exposed to. For this project the only material applied to an animal is the temporary identification mark — a small dot of non-toxic marker, non-toxic paint pen, or (only if those are insufficient) correction fluid, applied to the dorsum to prevent re-sampling. No anesthetics, euthanasia agents, injectable tags, or other substances are administered.
[bookmark: _Toc233119404]§12.1 — Monitoring and care
State the monitoring plan and the clinical signs that prompt intervention. Because animals are detained only momentarily (total restraint ≤5 minutes) and released at the point of capture, monitoring is limited to observing each animal for signs of stress during the brief handling; there is no overnight or after-hours holding to monitor.
[bookmark: _Toc233119405]§12.2 — Early endpoints
State the clinical signs that indicate an animal should be withdrawn from handling. Because animals in this project are released within ~5 minutes, the operative endpoint is immediate release at the point of capture if any sign of distress or injury appears; held-animal pathways (rehydration, multi-hour observation, euthanasia) do not apply when animals are not held.
	Useful stress indicator: anoles turn dark brown/black when stressed. If an animal darkens or shows any sign of distress or physical injury during the brief measurement, release it immediately at its point of capture.


[bookmark: _Toc233119406]§12.4 — Disposition of animals
State the disposition of all animals. For this project: every animal is released unharmed at its point of capture immediately after observation or body-temperature measurement.

	Final reminder. This reference reproduces approved language from one institution’s protocol to speed your own drafting. It does not transfer any approval. Submit your adapted protocol to your own IACUC and secure all required wildlife permits before any animal work begins.
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